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   Biography: 

David McCullough is an American author, narrator, historian, and 

lecturer. He is a two-time winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the 

National Book Award and a recipient of the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom, the United States' highest civilian award. His first book 

was The Johnstown Flood (1968), and he has since written nine more 

books on American history topics. David has also narrated numerous 

documentaries, such as The Civil War by Ken Burns, as well as the 

2003 film Seabiscuit, and he hosted American Experience for twelve 

years. His two Pulitzer Prize-winning books, Truman (1992) and John 

Adams (2001), have been adapted by HBO into a TV film and a mini-

series, respectively. David lives in Boston, Massachusetts, and is 

married to Rosalee, whom he met at age 17 in Pittsburgh. The couple 

has five children and nineteen grandchildren. He enjoys sports, 

history and art, including watercolor and portrait painting. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. The Wright family circle—especially Sister Katharine and Bishop Milton Wright—

had great influence on Orville and Wilbur and their achievement. To what 
extent are all of us shaped by our family environment? How much of our 

accomplishments are fully our own? 

2. What goes into making genius like the Wright brothers, aside from sheer 

intelligence? What about the role of imagination?  

3. Why does David McCullough reveal that when Wilbur Wright was in France, he 

spent a fair amount of time at the Louvre and that he was deeply moved by the 
great Gothic works he saw?  What does it suggest about the importance of the 

liberal arts even in the fields of science and technology? 

4. Why were the Wright brothers dismissed in the United States but taken 

seriously in France? What was the difference in culture and/or politics that 

generated interest on the part of the French but not the Americans? 

5. Why was the story of the Wright brothers' achievement so unlikely? What 
hardships, knowledge deficits, and other obstacles did they have to overcome 

in order to get their invention off the ground, so to speak? 

6. What struck you most in the story of the Wright brothers? What surprised you 

or impressed you? How much did you know (or understand) before you read 
McCullough's book...and what did you come away having learned? (Questions 

by LitLovers.com) 
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