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   Biography: 

Nelle Harper Lee was born in Monroeville, Alabama in 1926. 
She studied law at the University of Alabama and spent a year 
as an exchange student in Oxford University. She moved to 

New York where she worked as an airlines reservations clerk 
while pursuing a literary career. In 1959, she accompanied 

Truman Capote to Holcombe, Kansas, as a research assistant 
for Capote's novel In Cold Blood. Her first book, To Kill a 
Mockingbird, was published in 1960 and won the Pulitzer Prize 

for Fiction in 1961. The book was adapted as a feature film in 
1962 and a London stage play in 1987. Her second book, Go 

Set a Watchman, was published in 2015. She died on February 

19, 2016 at the age of 89. (Bowker Author Biography) 

Discussion Questions: 

1. The novel begins as the voice of a mature adult recalling events from childhood 

and sometimes shifts to the point of view of a 6-year-old. Did you notice the 
shifts occurring? If so, did you find them distracting?  

2. How would you characterize Atticus as a single parent and father?  

3. What elements of this book did you find especially memorable, humorous, or 
inspiring?  

4. Are there individual characters whose beliefs, acts, or motives especially 
impressed or surprised you?  

5. The story is set in a small town in southern Alabama during the Depression of 

the 1930s. What aspects of the story seem to be particular to that place and 
time? What aspects of the story are universal, cutting across time and place?  

6. Many readers see To Kill a Mockingbird as having two parts, one centering on 
Boo Radley and the other on the trial of Tom Robinson. How were the two 
stories brought together at the end of the novel? 

7. Harper Lee called her novel “a love story.” Is this an accurate characterization 
of the novel? 

8. In failing to arrest Boo Radley at the end, Sheriff Tate is breaking the law, as is 
Atticus, who knows the truth of Ewell’s murder and Scout likens the "sin" of 
naming Boo as Bob Ewell's killer to "shootin' a mockingbird." Do you agree? 
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