
Lillie M. Evans Library District Book Club 
May 20, 2019 

   Biography: 

Elizabeth Berg was born December 2, 1948. She studied 

English at the University of Minnesota, but later ended up with 
a nursing degree. She worked as a registered nurse for 10 

years. Her writing career started when she won an essay 
contest in Parents magazine. Her novel, Talk Before Sleep, was 
a 1996 Abby Honor Book & a New York Times bestseller. In 

1996, she won the New England Booksellers Award for body of 
work. Her trilogy Durable Goods, Joy School, and True to 

Form are based, in part, on her own experience as a daughter 
in a military family. In 1997, she won the NEBA Award in 
fiction, and in 2000 became the author of an Oprah Book Club 

selection. (Bowker Author Biography) 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How would you describe Arthur Moses? What is it about the cemetery that 

offers him solace?  

2. What drives Maddy to the graveyard? What is it about Arthur that attracts 

Maddy, eventually inspiring her to coin the name Truluv? 

3. How would you define Maddy and her father's relationship?  Why is it so 

difficult for him to give Maddy the affection and support she needs?  

4. What does Lucille bring to the mix of personalities? How do you see her role? 

5. Do you think differences in a friendship are an advantage or a disadvantage?
Can you think of an example where this is true in other works of literature or in 

your own life? 

6. "What is it that makes a family?"  

7. Do you find the ending satisfying? (Did you predict it?) Would you have 
preferred another? Why do you think Elizabeth Berg chose the conclusion she 

did? 

8. Can you see similarities between this novel and A Man Called Ove or The 

Storied Life of A.J. Fikry? 

9. Have you ever had friends that are as dear to you as family, or who are even 

closer to you than your relatives? (Questions by LitLovers.com) 
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