
Lillie M. Evans Library District Book Club 
August 29, 2016 

Biography: 
Jeff Hobbs grew up in Kennett Square, PA and graduated from Yale 

in 2002 with a BA in English Language and Literature. When Jeff 

arrived at Yale, he became fast friends with the man who would be 

his college roommate for four years, Robert Peace.  After Robert’s 

death, Jeff found he couldn’t move on. In the end, there was not 

so much a specific decisive moment of, “I am going to write a book 

about Rob,” but rather a process of being caught in this wave of 

loss and curiosity—of needing to know more—which only gathered 

strength as weeks and months passed. Rob’s story is about the 

collision of two fiercely insular worlds and the difficulty of going 

from one to the other and then back again. But most all, the book 

is about the life and death of one brilliant man.  Jeff  Hobbs spent 

three years traveling between New York and Tanzania, where he 

helped build the African Rainforest Conservancy. He now lives in 

Los Angeles with his wife, Rebecca, and their dog, Noah. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What was it like to read Peace’s life story, knowing how it would end? Was the 

tragedy present in your mind throughout the reading experience, or were you able 

to forget it at any point?  

2. Why do you think Rob refused to ask for help during his many moments of need? 

What were the direct and indirect consequences of Rob’s projection of confidence? 

3. In what ways did Rob seek to escape or fix the deprived circumstances of his 

upbringing? In what ways did he replicate or revert to the cycle of poverty? 

4. What was it like to begin this book without “meeting” its narrator? How does the 

narrative change when Jeff steps onto the page? 

5. What are some of the typical college milestones that Rob experienced at Yale? In 

what ways does Rob’s experience point to larger questions about the value of a 

college degree today, particularly from an Ivy League school? 

6. Consider Oswaldo Gutierrez, Rob’s friend who also traveled from Newark to New 

Haven and back again. How does Oswaldo’s current success shed light on Rob’s life 

choices? 

7. Revisit Rob’s “statement of purpose” drafted for graduate school applications, 

printed in full near the end of the book (pp. 337–40). Why do you think Hobbs 

chose to print the statement in full—typos and all?  

8. Why do you think Rob had such a towering influence on so many people? How 

might that influence extend to the people who “meet” Rob by reading this book?

(Questions issued by the publisher.) 

Similar Resources: 

 


