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   Biography: 

Adriana Trigiani is an author, television writer, director, and 

comedienne based in NYC. She arrived in New York in 1985 after 

attending Saint Mary's College in Indiana. While at Saint Mary’s, she 

founded, directed, wrote and appeared with The Outcasts, an all-

female comedy troupe.  She had her first success as a playwright and 

by writing for television sitcoms. During the 1990s, she wrote, 

contributed, and directed documentaries. Inspired by her Italian 

American heritage and Appalachian childhood in Big Stone Gap, 

Virginia, Adriana authored the best-selling Big Stone Gap series. She 

has published a novel a year since 2000. In 2014, she directed the 

motion picture based her namesake bestselling novel. Her book The 

Shoemaker's Wife is the fictional account of the lives of her own 

grandparents who emigrated to America from Italy in the early 20th 

century. Adriana lives in Greenwich Village with her husband, and 

daughter. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How does the overarching theme of the interconnectedness of lives 
and events play out in the novel?  

2. How would you describe the Lazzari brothers? Outwardly they seem 

very different—in what ways are they also similar?  

3. Why does Ciro become a favorite of the nuns? What character traits 
does he display as a boy that he will come to depend upon?  

4. What kind of young woman is Enza? What do you find admirable 
about her?  

5. Why are Enza and Ciro drawn to one another? What traits appeal to 

Ciro? What does Enza see in Ciro? 

6. Do you appreciate the alternating point of view...or find it distracting? 
Why didn’t the author tell the story through a single narrator? 

7. How would you describe the role of family in this book? To what 

degree have the traditions and values of the family changed today?  

8. What struck you most about how immigrants lived in New York and 

elsewhere? (Questions by LitLovers.com)  
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