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   Biography: 

Writer, researcher, and entrepreneur Margot Lee Shetterly is 

a graduate of the University of Virginia. A 2014 Alfred P. 
Sloan Foundation Fellow and Virginia Foundation for the 

Humanities grantee, Shetterly is the founder of The Human 
Computer Project, an endeavor that is recovering the names 
and accomplishments of all of the women who worked as 

computers, mathematicians, scientists and engineers at the 
NACA and NASA from the 1930s through the 1980s. She is a 

native of Hampton, Virginia, where she knew many of the 
women behind the history in Hidden Figures. She lived for 
many years in New York and Mexico before moving to 

Charlottesville, Virginia, where she lives with her husband, 
writer Aran Shetterly. (http://www.hiddenfigures.com/bio) 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What are some reasons for wanting more mathematicians at Langley in the 

early 1940s? 

2. Why is the opportunity for a job at Langley so unique to Dorothy? How did 

Dorothy handle the balance between her family life and work aspirations? 

3. In what ways does the race for space parallel the civil rights movement? What 

kinds of freedoms are being explored in each? 

4. Would you consider NACA and NASA socially progressive institutions for their 

time? Why or why not? 

5. Why does Miriam Mann keep removing the cafeteria sign? What does her act of 
defiance represent? How were Malcolm MacLean and Henry Reid helpful to and 

supportive of their new colleagues? 

6. Under what circumstances does Blanche Sponsler leave Langley? How does 

Blanche’s story highlight the pressure these women are under? 

7. Describe Mary Jackson: What do we learn about her background? How is she 

similar to Dorothy Vaughan and Katherine Goble?  

8. How are the women in Hidden Figures able to express confidence in their work 
and abilities? In what ways is that confidence validated by their coworkers? 

Why is this such an important part of their story? (Questions from publisher) 
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