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   Biography: 

Kristin Hannah was born in California in 1960. Before becoming a full-

time writer, she worked in advertising and practiced law. Hannah and 

her mom began writing a novel together when her mother was 

suffering from cancer. When her mother died, she put the draft away 

and continued to practice law. While pregnant with her son, and on 

bed rest, she took out the draft and began to write in earnest. In 

1990, she became a published writer and has been writing ever since. 

She has won numerous awards and her titles include: Winter Garden, 

Night Road, Home Again, Home Front, Fly Away, The Nightingale, 

Comfort and Joy, True Colors, and The Great Alone. She has written a 

series entitled Girls of Firefly Lane which includes the books, Firefly 

Lane, and Fly Away. Two of her books are being made into feature 

films, The Nightingale, and Home Front. (Bowker Author Biography) 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Before reading the book, what was your perception of life in Alaska? What 

surprised you? What aspects of the lifestyle would you find the most 

challenging in the wild?  

2. What drives the settlers in The Great Alone to Alaska? Do you think most are 

hunting for something—or hiding? 

3. Discuss the forms of love within this book—crazy and romantic love, neighborly 

love and compassion, love for the natural world, and a mother’s love. What 

else would you add? 

4. Does Cora serve such a role model for Leni—why and why not? Did your ideas 

change throughout the book? 

5. How did the building of Ernt’s wall affect you as a reader? Did you find that the 

construction heightened the suspense—or was it suffocating? 

6. Did you hold Leni responsible in your mind for any of Matthew’s misfortune? 

Why or why not? Did you anticipate the kind of future that is set in motion for 

them at the close of the book? (Questions issued by the publishers.) 
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