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   Biography: 

Peter Heller is the best-selling author of The Painter and The 

Dog Stars. He holds an MFA from the Iowa Writers' Workshop 
in both fiction and poetry. An award-winning adventure writer 

and a longtime contributor to NPR, Heller is a contributing 
editor at Outside magazine, Men's Journal, and National 
Geographic Adventure, and a regular contributor to Bloomberg 

Businessweek. He is also the author of several nonfiction 
books, including Kook,The Whale Warriors, and Hell or High 

Water: Surviving Tibet's Tsangpo River. He lives in Denver, 
Colorado. His next book, The River, comes out in March 2019.
(Bowker Author Biography) 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What tone does the opening scene of the book set for the rest of the story, in 

both establishing the atmosphere and its main themes and characters? 

2. How did the interweaving of Celine’s backstory with that of Paul’s and his 

family’s create tension and momentum as you read? 

3. How does the couple balance out each other’s strengths and weaknesses to 

make for an effective partnership at home and in work? Equals? Dominant? 

4. How does Celine’s complicated experience with motherhood motivate her work 

as a private investigator?  

5. How does an urban versus a rural setting bring out different sides of different 

characters, especially Celine’s?  

6. How does Hank take up the work of emotional excavation and investigation on 
his mother, perhaps work she’s unable to do herself? What does this suggest 

about our abilities to confront our own pasts with clear eyes? 

7. What do all of the characters’ secrets, revealed to us gradually throughout the 

book, have in common? How do the characters differ in the steps they have to 

take to discover their own truths? 

8. What sacrifices does Celine make for her clients? Do you think they’re grateful 

for what she does? (Questions are issued by the publisher.) 

Similar Resources: 

 


