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   Biography: 

Attica Locke is an American author of several works of fiction and a 

screenwriter, perhaps best known for the television series Empire. A 

native of Houston, Texas, she graduated from Northwestern 

University and now lives in Los Angeles, California, with her husband 

and daughter. Locke’s first novel, Black Water Rising (2009), was 

nominated for a 2010 Edgar Award, an NAACP Image Award, and 

a Los Angeles Times Book Prize. It was shortlisted for the prestigious 

Orange Prize in the UK (now the Baileys Women’s Prize for Fiction). 

She followed that novel with three other works: The Cutting 

Season (2012), Pleasantville (2015), and Bluebird, Bluebird (2017).  

In addition to her novels, Locke has worked in film and television. 

She was a fellow at the Sundance Institute's Feature Filmmakers Lab, 

has written scripts for Paramount, Warner Bros., Disney, 20th 

Century Fox, Jerry Bruckheimer Films, HBO, and DreamWorks. 
 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Which character is your favorite and why? Whom do you find most engaging? 

2. Was Darren right to have driven out to help his friend Rutherford McMillan? Was he 

right to have filed a report afterward? What would you have done? 

3. Describe the relationship between Geneva Sweet and Darren? Why does Darren seem 

to want Geneva's approval, or at least her good will?  

4. Why does Sheriff Van Horn concentrate on solving the death of Missy Dale while 

ignoring Michael Wright's? 

5. What is it about Texas, especially places like Lark and Shelby County, that gives Darren 

such a keen sense of home despite the both subtle and far-from-subtle racism? Why 

does he refuse to leave Texas? 

6. Darren asks Sheriff Van Horn for a copy of the autopsy report for Michael Wright. But 

Darren already has access to it through his FBI friend Gregg. Why does he pretend he 

needs a copy? 

7. What are your predictions for Darren and Lisa's marriage? Do you have sympathy for 

Lisa's position: that she married a young lawyer who would be a steady partner with 

her but now his job takes him away from her? Or do you think she should accept 

Darren's desire to be a Ranger? (Questions by LitLovers.com) 
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