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   Biography: 

Joshilyn Jackson graduated with honors from Georgia State 

with a degree in English literature. After earning her Master's in 
English at the University of Illinois in Chicago, she taught 

university-level English. Jackson's short fiction has been 
published in literary magazines and anthologies, and plays that 
she has written have been produced in Chicago and Atlanta. 

Gods in Alabama, Jackson's first book, won SIBA's Novel of the 
Year award in 2005 and was a #1 BookSense pick. Between, 

Georgia was also a #1 BookSense pick, which gave Jackson the 
distinction of being the first author to receive that status in two 
consecutive years. Jackson also won the Listen Up award from 

Publisher's Weekly for her audio book reading. (Bowker Author 
Biography) 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Leia makes the decision to hide her pregnancy early on, and keeps her secret 

throughout much of the story. Do you think Leia made the right decision? Were 

you surprised by characters’ reactions when her pregnancy was revealed? 

2. We see Jake as Leia’s ex-best friend, as Rachel’s husband, and as Lavender’s 

father. How does your impression of him change throughout the story?  

3. After discovering the trunk of bones, Birchie says, "I told you the first night you 

were here. I told you at dinner." Did you have any idea who Birchie had been 

referring to? Were you surprised by what really happened? 

4. There are multiple relationships in the novel that fit the title The Almost Sisters 

description. How did the title take on new meaning to you as the story 

developed? 

5. At the end of the novel, Selcouth is there for the birth of his son. What was 

your impression of the nature of Leia and Selcouth’s relationship at this point?  

6. Leia is a comic book artist who has found herself up against a creative 

roadblock. Has this happened to you and how have you worked through it? 

7. Everyone has biases—in life and in books—but some people handle them better 

than others. Which of these characters dealt with these the best? The worst? 

Do you see similar situations or challenges in your own life? 

8. Leia talks about there being two Souths that exist simultaneously. Do you 

agree? (Questions are issued by the publisher.) 
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