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   Biography: 

Anthony Doerr is an American author. Born and raised in Ohio, he 
attended Bowdoin College, where he majored in history. He later 

earned an MFA from Bowling Green State University. Anthony is 
the author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel All the Light We 
Cannot See. He is also the author of two story collections Memory 

Wall and The Shell Collector. Many of the stories in his 2002 Shell 
Collector, take place in Africa and New Zealand, where he has 
worked and lived. He also writes a column on science for 

the Boston Globe and is a contributor to The Morning News. He 
has won four O. Henry Prizes, the Rome Prize, the New York 
Public Library’s Young Lions Award, the National Magazine Award 

for fiction, a Guggenheim Fellowship, and the Story Prize. From 
2007–2010, he was considered Writer-in-Residence for the state 
of Idaho. Anthony lives in Boise, Idaho with his wife and two sons. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. The book opens with two epigraphs. How do these quotes set the scene for the 

rest of the book?  

2. The narration moves back and forth both in time and between different 

characters. How did this affect your reading experience? How do you think the 
experience would have been different if the story had been told entirely in 

chronological order? 

3. What did you learn or realize about blindness through Marie-Laure’s 

perspective? Do you think her being blind gave her any advantages? 

4. When Werner and Marie-Laure discuss the unknown fate of Captain Nemo at 
the end of Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea, Marie-Laure suggests the 
open-endedness is intentional and meant to make us wonder (page 472). Are 

there any unanswered questions from this story that you think are meant to 

make us wonder? 

5. What do you think of the author’s decision to flash forward at the end of the 
book? Did you like getting a peek into the future of some of these characters? 

Did anything surprise you? 

6. Discuss the themes of good versus evil throughout the story. How do they drive 
each other? What do you think are the ultimate lessons that these characters 

and the resolution of their stories teach us? (Questions from publisher)  
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